
Amethyst Their Birthstone;
PrimroseTheir Natal Flower
A woman born between Hie dates

c.r January and February 11) and
under Iii»- sign ul A'luurlu.. Ilm Water
Bearer, is entitled to an amethyst us
a birtlistoiic i'iiii should »ve«r u prlut-
i oho as a natal llov. f-i. Ii n»!tig a sym¬
bol of sincerity und i'rv.plom from
care and strife.
The prominent chnrnctui Istlcs <>f

Aquarius Women may be' founil in their
good memory, their MojlsltlvcneiH. Rood
laste und their powei ut absorbingnirti retaining ithbwlcdgc -mi under¬
standing human nature
Such warnen have u wonderful

amount of magnetic |m>\v, over thosefrith whom they come In cortaet While
they are free from wtlgur aggressive¬
ness, they are generally Inspired with a
determination ami earnestm ss thai
eventually leads to success. As a
. hiss they nr.. divided Into two types,
one of whom, by Its eonllociico end
self-reliance. Is a brilliant example
to humanity th<> other, deficient In
self-control ami fstcetu, Is Incapacitat¬
ed for leadership, and passe.-: unnoticedIn life': throng,

Tlie stimulus ot touch arm sight of¬
fered b> city social Intercourse seems
ncceasary to bring out what is liest
.nid most effective '" Aquati is women,.who are generally to be f.uud amongthe patronesses of an opera or other
artistic entertainments, In the ranks
of feminine workers for the public
good, or at th<- topmost round of the
profession of teaching, where they
appear to I.bio to call mit what
counts most In others.
They often work for work^i sake,ami make themselves proben rit III oc-

eupatlons !¦> v. hieb Ihey do not na¬turally m- preferably incline Ry tin.-dcrtaklng or promising too much; theyfrequently find themselves where Iheyare unable to perform ail to Whichthey have pledged thomselie*. or to
redeem their pledges in a careful and
creditable manner
An over-desire to please. oVcr-sensl-tlvcncHS, over-exertion i>i inharmon¬

ious bom., conditions nr.- weaknesses
which Aquarius women have to lightand conquer In lliemsel Vt-s. On the
other hand, they are staunchly loyal
to their fi b nils. ovcrlook'tlg faults
and bringing to the support of their
friendships u vast amount of enthus¬
iasm, faith and hope In their tastes,
these women tire generally simple, yetihey sometimes display tiiuir love ofharmonious colors In tasteful apparel¬ing which glve.s them a reputation for
elegant ¦. and good style

Wlt.n the 'spiritual iwora i>r
Aquarius women are highly developed,these women are mos: beneficial
agents from a humanitarian point ot
\ l< w. illvlhihg by intuition tue genuineneeds of others and seldom being im¬
posed upon, even by tile most plausible
pretender. Their reassuring power tothose weaker than themselves is bor|i
not of a reasoning faculty, but maybe traced to the very source of Uelng,
I he divine afflatus, which Is breathed
Into womanhood at its entrance Into
the world.
The lucky day of the seven forAquarius women in >-'atur lay. Duringthe year. August 37, is their most for¬

tunate dale. April Is their month, ami
the week beginning April ii. may lei
counted on to |;lve them u i/iessiltg.
XIIK MIDWINTUH illXT

in' st 11 it tin i n ( ii ii t:

November and December of lillO
w.re by comparison with the. same
months in preceding years uncommonlycold and bleak.
To make amends. January of 1M1

went well into Us list of days with a
mildness and serenity that one was
almost afraid to enjoy fully because,
this being the midwinter reason, there
must inevitably be oad days a-plentysdti.id before spring could really arrive.
This midwinter lull, this Interval ot

sift airs and blue skies, when the
ground began to grow green with the
quick upsprlngliig of grass spires in
sheltered places, was so tiwiftly gone,
that It wit's wire Just to take It os it
came and to be thankful for It After
it. the deluge' Hut what mattered
that, so long as ihn brightness and
balmlness endured even for some days
und offered a foretaste of apringtliuo
und summer:

Tin: way in which humanity accepts
an unusual weather blosdlllg Is al¬
ways curious. There Is the farmer class
Which It Invariably sets t j grumbling."Ah," said one. considered a special
authority as to seasons ain't their out¬
come, "this deceitful spoil which is
giving people pneumonia and bron¬
chitis, is going to make the fruit trees
bud and start all kinds of vegetation.Then a heavy freeze will conic alone,
and where will the promise for peaches,
and apples go?"
"Out why don't you treat your trees

to a cold spray?'' Inquired a more mild¬
ern and progressive advocate of new-
Ideas. The farmer paused and glanced
scornfully in the direction ol this up¬
start. "Because," in- assci ti ii Impres¬
sively, "I don't undertake to interfere
with Nature. take It. she understands
her work well enough lo gel along
-without interference from no .' Ami
that finished the question of fruit trees
and farmers' lore.

"I think it Is just too bad." ex¬
claimed a pretty young woman, sit¬
ting beside an Open window in a Rich¬
mond home iasl week-. "1 have just
the loveliest set of silver i'oy furs you
fver saw, given me for New Year. Now
hero It is the middle of the month, and"
I have scarcely had them on. Furs!
W hy one feels more like hunting for
violets and going out to the crocus
and hyacinth beds, than v. rjpping up
In this balmy atmosphere. And her
expression of disappointment was pa¬
thetic.

The. change from balmlness to snow
and cold bus probably relieved tho
fears of the farmer and brought the
sliver fox furs into use. Hut It has
loosed the compliments of another set
of grumblers and weather cranks, who
don't like, to walk on slushy streets,
and consider their native cllniato as
too capricious and whimsical to be.
endured or enjoyed with equanimity or
appreciation.

The Man Acroscl the Kirk.
A lady was one. day nppreached bybor Scotch maid with the Information

that she was about to leave. "What
Is tho cause of this sudden decision,Mary?"

"f think I'll be a-marfyln'."
"Indeed, and whom, may I ask?"
"The mpn that sils across in the kirk

©. Sundays."
"Hut what Is Iiis name?"
"I dlnnn kin."
"What! You're surely nut engaged

to a man whose name you do not
know!" ;

"Not engaged, my lady, bjit he's been
king lookin' at me. an' -1 think he'll
voon br speakln',"

Supreme Realization
of Lifelong Dream

Two women of llakorsvllte had long
wanted to hum I. Writes Anne S.
Moore, In tho lluiisckeepei Their own

backyards, where Monday's washing
gay'c way to TueHday'a skeleton-like
lines, and where, by Wednesday, there
was time chough lt> gossip ever neigh¬
boring fences; lhe|r front lioors that
opined onto little grass plots and the
houses <>f lifelong friends across the
way; the long street thai wound up
over a hill, where stood the school*
house.the same tiny had attended in
childhood, and where now their nieces
and nephews trod the old. worn way,
even the people, the. church, the min¬
ister, the cltihs.all wearied them; they
wanted a change.
Al last, after much planning and

saving and doing without, the two
women accumulated sufficient funds to
realize their lifelong dream.
Gay of heart, timid fluttering hand¬

kerchiefs, they bade goorl-bye to the
old home town, their train tilled out
and they were away.
They set about seeing all they had

dreamed for a lifetime of seeing.: They
strolled around ruined castles, lingered
In vast cathedrals and felt a thrill of
Time's recurring season, loitered amongthe tombs of Westminster, smelt'the
sweet freshness of Scotch heather, hob¬
nobbed with the tiualnt lvL«h' folk of
the Emerald Isle, listened to Italian
opera, roamed nl will among old mas¬
ters of paint and canvas, nailed tho
blue Mediterranean, floated down tho
sluggish Nile, rode camels In the, do
sen. bought laces and rare ,1)0rflimes o
nloe-eyod Arabs and Turks.

The Woman and Wife
Forced t© Seek Compensation

Women as a general thin;; are optim¬
ists and philosopher*. The greater
number live Cor the. day and by the. flay,
without pausing to take an Inventory
01 the stock In trade they have on

hand.
Married women hove quarrels and

reconciliations with their husbands and
largely live, hrcatho and have their
being through the light of their hus¬
band's eyes, not being able, to plan
for the future without husbandly
guidance.
But sometimes a woman Is brought

tip short, forced to consider her assets
and see what she can do to make her
life worth living. l'orhape she has
a husband who takes no account of
her, her wishes or her happiness, in
his scheme of iffe- He scorns simple
home pleasures and loathes society,
and has no desire for Ills wife's com¬
pany in or out of doors. Such a hus¬
band never notices his wl/j s looks, or
sees u pretty gown if she ,s the wear¬
er of It. If sho achieves a social tri¬
umph, he claims no part or share In
It.
Tho one thing that transforms this

Indifferent man into on active agent Is
a bill to be paid. He does not believe
that his wife is entitled to a bill, and
he scolds her roundly whenever she
brings one to him.

If the woman and the wife so situat¬
ed has a thinking mind, she sooner or
later asks herself the question if she-
Is called In to tttke what is unwil¬
lingly doled out as her shale of con¬
jugal happiness. Generally she. bas

to accommodate Hie needs and desires
of her natura t" her dole.und then seek
for compensation. Perhapa she has
children to love and work tor, and
perhaps she can interest horself In
keeping her home fresh and bright,
and in seeing her friends aiound her
table,,or In the intimacy öf the twl-jlight tire glew- j

if. however, .1 careless, neglectful
husband leaves to her own resources
a wit's of undoubted caarni and beauty,
no one can imagine from what danger*
ous or insidious source a coveted word
of tenderness of approval may come,
in an hour of weakness when tempta¬
tion is hardest lo resist. Ruch vic¬
tims to constant slights from their
husbands should have for jheir de¬
fense the rar,- and uncommon gifts 'f
insight. Inspiration, heavenly purity
and divine Ktoodfasiness,

Fortunately for tho salvation of Im-
inanity Is the. humbler truth that wo- j
men. having a greater moral sense, ore
more able to deal with and to over¬
come temptation than men. Then,
aside from tho attitude of society
which compels women to be -.-ood. there
is within them, a strong Inclination to¬
ward purity and cleanliness, mental
and physical, rendering the atmosphere
through which, their vision pierces
clear enough for them lo sec the end
from the beginning.
Not every woman who has an Indlf-

feront husband is beset by tho danger
which comes through th* admiration
and adulation of other men'. But It
Is one of the phases which a woman, jwho is striving to round out her char¬
acter and fill the vacant niche In herj

hour! where her husband's image ought
to he, may lie confronted with. The
transcendental passion of youth is it

llaiuo thin burns Itself out! Hit! in Its
phiCa Ihn steady fire >>( nftccllon, bel¬
ter worth tending Minn any
ulher one thing in the world, can bo
enkindled. And even the most care¬
less husband, if ho dlscovf.rn that his
wife Is starting out to live a separata
life with separate Interest's from his
own, slmuld make It his business to In¬
stitute a different and a belter rule of
existence for her and for himself.

THE PROCESS OF L IVSTirtHIMi
AM» HIM I,IM. OVER

."-'one women are like coffee when ft
Is frothing over Hie lire. If they arestirred up, they will noil over.
They are easy women to entertain, if

the entertainer known her business. She
simply has to give her conversational
spoon a brisk turn, and ihn result is
Instantaneous,
.The boiling over is accompanied with
more or less '>f n splutter. Rut It isabsolutely spontaneous, and It must be
a great relief. It brings an ay what
is known In coffee as "the settlings,'!and evidently rldr the mind of an ac¬
cumulated stock that escapes In the
overflow.

Hits of news and gossip, comments
on the lnst natt;;bty novel and the lasl
doubtful play, criticism, ami scandal
are jumbled togother liotch-poch as the
flowing over process continues. Rut
It does not lasl long, I.Ike most emo-
tlonal phases. It speedily runs Itself nut.
Reaction follows ebU|ltlon and qillo't-

ness succeeds the overflow Generali««
n woman, finishes for the time beingwith her lasl word ami Is ready to go
on to a ffesh entertainer ami tic stirred
up afresh.

This the Season for Mak¬
ing Dainty Underwear

Women svho have leisure may, if they
choose; make all their dainty under-
garments by hand; hat this lakes h
great deal of time and most of us would
rather spend the valuable niomontR in

rending Or same other raroiy-to-bc en¬

joyed occupation. Knowing where to

pot the handwork la what counts in
making underwear, Long soama which
must be reverse,) in French fashion and
seamed up agnin may be run on the
sewing tnarhlnr and the pretty trick¬
ery of hand-stltchery spent on the
joining of motif? Of lac'> and ombrold-
cry. of running Infinitesimal pin tucks
land of adding, here and there, bttu of
hand-ombroldered dot or flower pat-
terns which will Inflnttely increase the
beauty of the work.

All lingerie garments now are

planned lo give the. least possible bulk
around the wnlst and hip.-. This year
pel ti,-oats also arc very narrow ,u ti',-
foot, even the laco and embroidery af-
fairs measuring scarcely moro than
two yards around. Tue. only exception
is the dancing petticoat, which Is at
least tour yards at the foot and is
made of softest mull, with a haml-
embroidered flounce dropped over two
or more flounces of laco. The hand-
scalloped and dotted potttcotit flounces
are so dainty ami refined In character
and so much more beautiful than any
machine embroidered trimming.

I louses are r.o warmly heated now
I that one lives. Indoors, in n summer
temperature even when the ther¬
mometer outside Is below frcoxtng; and
tiieatre.-, lostunranls, churches, even

I department stores, are likewise kepi ut
midsummer beat. i

Women Evidently Do Not
Consider Wisdom Becoming

.'If wisdom wore becoming to a wo
man." write.-- the flippant cynic, sin
would Know everything."
Formerly the cynic's logic was sup¬

ported by t!i<- woman's policy. sh«
war. wont to desire the. becoming, but
only the becoming. If a fashion wai
introduced that did not set off bet
face or figure to advantage, that fash¬
ion was a failure.
What ii pity, then, that wiaddii

proved unbecoming, for it a womar
could Know everything, she would cer¬
tainly he wise enoush to realize how
ridiculous she locks in a hobble-skirt
She would take otf tho huge, ugly
headgear that coveri« her pretty hnl)
and eschew the puffs, curls and plaits
that disguise the natural and grace¬
ful outlines of her she pel?.- head.
The men-milliners. who are th*

creator? of nlyle and the arbiters ot
what i* worn, must be mightily
amused at the paradoxes presented in
this year of grace, tail, when women
Oh the one band are proclaiming their
independence, demanding cltlzenshiii
and asserting their Individual right'
and prerogatives, and. on the «ither,
are still meekly submitting to thi>
dictation of the male sex, even as
to the clothes they wear. This, too,
when the present cut of the clothes
must have been prompted by an Impish
perversity on the part of loading sar¬torial nrtlst* who probably had a.
wager, a« to ugliness in that cut andin tho hang of what they would Im¬
pose upon that half of humanity that,has always adopted the ideas of grea'masculine names among tho arbitersof fashion.

The history or the development otwomen ban been marked by manychanges, but whatever else haschanged, their slavish subjection tothe fashion cult 1ms remained as im¬movable ns the lnws of the Modes andPersians.
.More and more, say observers olsocial and political conditions, theworld as to itn womanhood Is tendingtoward democracy. Certainly towarddemocracy in dress. Jn nowhere is thebreaking down of class distinctionsmore plainly Indicated than In th-fnet that now all women may be andare extravagantly gowned without re-gnrd to position or profession.The working woman or girl can beas throughly "hobbled." as the womanof leisure and wenlth. can have herhair us elaborately eolffed and her hatas fully loaded down with willowplumes. So that all, not a. few wo¬men only, are worshippers at the shrinesncred to tho gods of the tolled.And no woman is free or can hefreie who worships unchangeably 111such h shrine. Women. If they areadvanced and intelligent, should betoo much so, to render themselves ridi¬culous by adopting the vagaries otsonic man modiste, who Is either ant-mated by n desire to flourish his auth¬ority to the point of obscuring theirbeauty by enshrouding ugliness, or otexploiting feminine weakness and in-consistency to the fullest extent.

HKTTV BERKELEY;
DICKENS TESTIMONIAL STAMPSAMI IIIS I.AST LETTER
The first proofs of the Charles Dick-ens centenary testimonial stamps havebeen presented to President Taft andKing fScorge of England. The Dick¬ens centenary will be celebrated Feb¬ruary V. 1ÜI2, and the testimonialstamps appear in the form of an artis¬tic book plate, which Dickens admir¬ers may use In their editions of thonovelist's works or in separate vol-um?.s.
The first American issue of ihr»stamps shows an artistic design, withthe bust of the author In miniature, nninscription. "A Tribute to Genius."' andthe. dates. lSt'J-lOU', above. Under¬neath, a facsimile of Dickens'« signa¬ture. Andrew Carnegie, pierpont Mor¬gan and Cornelius Bliss have drawnlargely upon this issue for library pur¬poses, Tho stamps are published tnsheets of twelve and inclosed In a.Dickens centenary envolope, and theymay ho procured by those desiring themfront honk sellers generally.The February Strand Magazine con¬tains a facsimile, of the last letterwritten by Charles Dickens, a fewhours before his death, on June 3, lSTO.This facsimile was taken direct fromI ho letti r in the British Museum, thelast paragraph of which reads: "But 1hope i may be ready at :i o'clock. IfI can't be, why. then, 1 shan't be. Everaffectionately, C. D."
.'Every word of this paragraph,".saysHolt Schooling, who took tho facsimilementioned here, "droops below the levelfrom which it starts; each line Ofwriting descends across the page. Thesimple C. D, is very shaky, and thewh.de letter is broken and wonk.Chni*ies Dickens was not 'ready' at :i

...lock. He died at ten minutes pastii P. M "

Mr. Schooling's interesting article InTh.- strand on "The Signatures ofCharles Dickens" is illustrated withllfty.flve autographs, written at vari¬
ous limes of his life.
"Among them Is a very famous sig¬nature, the original of which Is on a

great parchment entitled Deed ofLicense Assignments and CoveiiantsjRespecting a Work Called the fickwlckpapers.' it is probable." says Mr.Schoolina, "that the tact of the sentbeing here placed between Charles aitnDickens prevented tho flourish whichIUtmost Invariably accompanied his sig¬natures on business documents: themarked enlargement of this, signature
take*, the place of ti,e rtourUh andIt-hows an unconscious emphasis of the'
ego. It would ho almost unreasonable
lor us to expect that so Impressionable
.! man. Who was also freitnu Iiis power
und fame, could abstain from showingoutward signs of hU own conscious¬ness ot abnormal success.
"Vet in tho private letters of Dick¬

ens the simple 'C, D.' is very frequentIt ni.iv at once be -aid that this point
of difference Is alike Intorestirtg to the
student rf gesture and to tho student
of Diekens'* character. Ho was cet-
nlnly a very able mm of business,
and the wording of his business' loi¬
ters fully bears ou( the idea conveyed
by his 'buslnoss' signature, so to apeak,
that Dickens -vs>: fully awar. of ids
r.wu powers, and that1, cjiilto fairly, he.
did not oniit to Impress tho fnet. upon
other people When he thought fit. Roth
the wording and the signature of many
of bis private letters are simple and
unostentatious .... a high degree. This
curious ,'.ul ought to bo remembered
when people talk ibout Oickena'.i eon-
celt and low- of sh...-. M-. expl*natt«jf,1s, I think, both topics! and t:':c."


